
Sweet Corn is one of my favorite summer treats. Unfortunately for many people who grow their own in 

their gardens, the anticipation of picking the ripe sweet corn turns to anger when you find that raccoons 

have stolen your bounty before you had a chance to pick it. I found a short article from Ward Upham, 

horticulture expert for K-State Research and Extension that tells how you can protect your sweet corn 

for yourself, instead of the little pests taking it from you. 

    It seems the official sweet corn inspector should be the raccoon as they seem to harvest the sweet 

corn the day before it is to be picked. The only effective control measure I have had success with is 

fencing; either electric or kennel fencing.  First are some suggestions for electric fencing.  Other designs 

may very well work but this is what has worked in my garden. 

    – Two or more wires must be used. Place the first about 5 inches above the ground and the second 4 

inches above the first (or 9 inches above ground). Raccoons must not be able to crawl under, go 

between or go over the wires without being shocked. 

    – Fence posts used for electric fences work well for this application (go figure), as do the insulators 

used to support the electric wire. 

    – It is much easier to use the woven electric wire with strands of wire embedded than to use a solid 

metal wire. The woven wire is easier to bend around corners and to roll up when done for the year. 

    – Though both the plug-in and battery operated fencers work, the battery operated types allow more 

versatility in where corn is grown. One set of batteries is usually sufficient for the season. In my case, I 

pull the battery out of an old tractor that is not used often. It will also last the season if fully charged at 

the beginning. My fencer is probably on for a total of a month. 

    – Start the charger before the corn is close to being ripe. Once raccoons get a taste of the corn, they 

are more difficult to discourage. 

    – Control weeds near the wire. Weeds can intercept the voltage if they touch a wire and allow 

raccoons entry beyond the weed. 

    – Check the wire occasionally to make sure you have current. This can be done easily (but 

unpleasantly) by touching the wire. There are also tools that will measure the voltage available for sale. 

They are worth the money. 

    As mentioned earlier, kennel fencing can also be used.  Make sure that the panels are tied together 

well enough that raccoons can’t squeeze through corners.  A covering over the top may be needed if the 

raccoons figure out how to climb the panels.  Welded garden fence can work well for this.   

 

Alicia Boor is an Agriculture and Natural Resources agent in the Cottonwood District (which 

includes Barton and Ellis counties) for K-State Research and Extension. You can contact her by e-

mail at aboor@ksu.edu or calling 620-793-1910 

 


