When looking at hazardous occupations in the world, agriculture is consistently in the top ten. There are
many factors that go into this: the large equipment, working long days and longer evenings, and the
repetitive heavy labor that just wears down the body over time. Additionally, there is an alarming
statistic that is on the rise thus making agriculture even more dangerous. According to the Center for
Disease Control, professions that are ag related sadly have the highest rate of suicides in the US. In July
of 2016, 84.5 out of 100,000 in Ag took their lives compared to a national average of 13.4 per 100,000.
The disparity is disturbing and unfortunately the number is on the rise with the uncertainty in
agriculture at this time.

Agricultural occupations are unique in the job market and many of the factors that make it unique also
make them much more stressful. The higher stressors include: engaging in dangerous activities much of
the time, the lack of control on conditions such as input pricing, commodity pricing, and weather. These
all play into whether a producer can pay his bills. Sustained higher levels of stress can cause depression,
fatigue, anxiety, and other triggers that cause a greater propensity of attempting suicide. The negative
stigma of mental health issues can also make it difficult for producers to feel that they can reach out for
help. There is help available specifically to the agriculture community, assistance from individuals who
understand a producer’s lifestyle and are ready to help.

The Kansas Agriculture Mediations Services at (800) 321-3276 can help producers with several programs
in place. They will gather information from you and can connect you with financial advisors, legal advice,
lawyers, and can also connect people with mental health facilities close to your location. One phone call
can get you in touch with many people that can help your unique situation. Also, the National Suicide
hotline is (800) 273-8255 and provides 24/7 free and confidential support. Some people do not want to
talk on the phone. You can also text 741741, or chat online at imalive.org.

Most of all, watch out for your family and friends. If you feel that something is wrong, ask. It is also good
to implement strategies that can help daily. Some practices you can implement are: Taking a walk, get a
massage, try guided restful breathing practices, listen to relaxing music, or just take 10 minutes to write
down your blessings. Positive thoughts and practices can go a long way to improving an outlook on life.
And most of all, if you need help, seek it. Your friends and family need you.

Alicia Boor is an Agriculture and Natural Resources agent in the Cottonwood District (which
includes Barton and Ellis counties) for K-State Research and Extension. You can contact her by e-
mail at aboor@ksu.edu or calling 620-793-1910



