
Lately, I have been getting a lot of calls into the office about weed control, mainly sand 

burrs. If you had sandburs last year, now would be a good time to control them. I found an 

article from K-State Research and Extension’s horticulture department that gives you some 

tips on how to get rid of this troublesome weed.      

Grassy sandbur is the “sticker” plant that looks like a grass. It will often invade thin lawns, 

especially in dry years. Therefore, the best control for this weed is a thick, healthy lawn. 

However, if your lawn is thin this spring and grassy sandbur was a problem last year, use a 

preemergence herbicide before the sandbur comes up. However, not all preemergence 

herbicides are effective. The three products that can help minimize grassy sandbur are 

oryzalin, pendimethalin and prodiamine. 

    Oryzalin is sold under the trade names of Surflan and Weed Impede.   It can be used on 

all warm-season grasses as well as tall fescue. It should not be used on cool-season grasses 

other 

than tall fescue such as Kentucky bluegrass. Oryzalin is also sold as a combination product 

with benefin as Green Light Amaze.  As with oryzalin alone, it can be used on all warm-

season grasses as well as tall fescue. It should not be used on cool-season grasses other 

than tall fescue such as Kentucky bluegrass. Apply Amaze or an oryzalin product about April 

15 when redbud trees approach full bloom. 

    Pendimethalin is sold commercially as Pendulum as well as several other names. On the 

homeowner side, it is sold as Scotts Halts. Pendimethalin is best applied as a split 

application 

with the first half applied about April 15 and the second about June 1. Alternatively, make 

the 

first application when redbud trees approach full bloom and the second six weeks later. 

    Prodiamine is sold under the commercial name of Barricade. It is also the active 

ingredient in a number of homeowner products. It can be used on all of our common lawn 

grasses. Apply as is done for oryzalin, about April 15 or when redbud trees approach full 

bloom. Only one application is needed per year. 

    None of the “weed preventers” will give complete control but each should help. 

Quinclorac (Drive) can provide some postemergence control especially if the sandbur is in 

the seedling stage. Quinclorac is also found in a number of combination products that 

control both broadleaf weeds and crabgrass such as one of the following. 

            Ortho Weed-B-Gon Max + Crabgrass Control 

            Bayer All-in-One Lawn Weed and Crabgrass Killer. 

            Monterey Crab-E-Rad Plus 

            Fertilome Weed Out with Crabgrass Killer 

            Trimec Crabgrass Plus Lawn Weed Killer 

            Bonide Weed Beater Plus Crabgrass & Broadleaf Weed Killer 



            Spectracide Weed Stop for Lawns Plus Crabgrass Killer 

    Again, the best control for grassy sandbur is a healthy, thick lawn.  

Alicia Boor is an Agriculture and Natural Resources agent in the Cottonwood District (which 

includes Barton and Ellis counties) for K-State Research and Extension. You can contact her by 

e-mail at aboor@ksu.edu or calling 620-793-1910. 

 


