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I don’t know about you but 2025 was a rough start! Between the stomach flu, blizzard, and 
bacterial bronchitis, I am ready for spring! 

 

Most of you know that one of my favorite parts of 4-H programming is helping youth to  
develop good communication skills. We can all continue to improve our verbal, written, 
and unspoken communication and I love events like 4-H Club Day! From watching our 
littlest present a Show & Share to those big kids as they practice a variety of presentation 
skills.  

 

I hope that many had an opportunity to test their decision-making skills by life skills judging 
and photography judging. We had a good number of participants!  

 

The next couple of months will fly by as seniors wind up their year and set their “next 
steps”, as 4-H members take on more complex tasks and learning for their projects, and as 
spring events from livestock shows to Shutterbugs kick off! Take a deep breath and enjoy 
the moments of learning and family time (even when it seems frantic!). 

 

Life is a Grand Adventure – Make every day count! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

     K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



Family Resource Page  

 

 

 

 Feb 16/17  Citizenship In Action, Topeka 

Feb 22/23  Horse Panorama, Rock Springs Ranch 

Feb 24  Organizational Leaders Meeting, 6:30-8:30 

March 1  Junior Producer Swine Day 

March 14  Regional 4-H Club Day 

March 17  Foods Workshop 10-12 

March 17  YQCA, 12:30-1:30 

March 21  Quilt Guild Sewing Class (see flyer for more information!) 

March 22  Super Saturday, Colby 

March 22  Junior Producer Meat Goat Day 

May 12  Fair t-shirt order deadline (by club) 

May 21  YQCA, 5:30-6:30 

May 23  Foods Workshop 10-12 

June 6  Fair entries, fashion review scripts (and related paperwork) by 5 pm 

June 6  YQCA completion by midnight to participate in premium auction 

JUNE 25-29 2025  Barton County Fair Barnyard Mardi Gras! 

 

************************************************************************** 

Congratulations to the Hoisington Jets who received a Community Service 

Award from the Hoisington Chamber of Commerce during the annual Chamber 

Banquet! 



4-H Club Day Results 

 

***Regional qualifiers—if you are unable to attend Regional Club Day on Friday, 
March 14, please notify Michelle BY end of business on Wed, Feb. 26, so that an   
alternate can be contacted.*** 

Show & Share – Hunter Johnson, Green 
Show & Share – Catarina Debes, Green 
Show & Share – Coy Prosser, Green 
Project Talk – George Debes, Purple & Regional Qualified 
Project Talk – Maggie Kern, Purple & Regional Qualified 
Project Talk – Everett Negaard, Blue 
JR Demo/Illustrated – Emaline Debes, Purple & Regional Qualified 
JR Demo/Illustrated – Ensley Vaupel, Purple & Regional Qualified 
JR Demo/Illustrated – Brantley Edgerton, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
JR Demo/Illustrated – Breckynn Edgerton, Blue (Regional 2nd Alternate) 
JR Demo/Illustrated – Austyn Prosser, Blue 
JR Demo/Illustrated – Clementyne Norris, Blue 
JR Demo/Illustrated – Brady Fanshier, Blue 
Piano – Chloe Vaupel, Purple & Regional Qualified 
Piano – Cora Calcara, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
Piano – Ensley Vaupel, Blue (Regional 2nd Alternate) 
Piano – Amber Ochs, Red 
Instrumental solo – Ailey Williams, Purple & Regional Qualified 
Instrumental solo – DJ Wyant, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
Instrumental ensemble – Kylie McCormick/Ailey Williams, Purple & Regional Qualified 
SR Demo/Illustrated – Adessa Prosser, Purple & Regional Qualified 
SR Demo/Illustrated – Samantha Negaard, Purple & Regional Qualified 
SR Demo/Illustrated – Brogan Edgerton, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
SR Demo/Illustrated – Ailey Williams, Blue (Regional 2nd Alternate) 
Public Speaking – Russell Kern, Purple & Regional Qualified 
Extemporaneous – Ailey Williams, Purple & Regional Qualified 
Extemporaneous – Melody Braddy, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
Extemporaneous – Kiera Wyant, Blue (Regional 2nd Alternate) 
ARI – Jonas Kern, Purple & Regional Qualified 
ARI – Ailey Williams, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
Club Skit – Cow Creek, Purple & Regional Qualified 
Club Skit – Ellinwood Energizers, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
Club Skit – Hoisington Jets, Blue (Regional 2nd Alternate) 
Club Skit – Busy Buzzers, Blue 
JR Reading – Clementyne Norris, Red 
SR Reading – Ailey Williams, Purple & Regional Qualified 
SR Reading – Willow Braddy, Blue (Regional 1st Alternate) 
SR Reading – Kaelynn Axman, Blue 
SR Reading – Jillian Axman, Blue 
SR Reading – Kaisha Woydziak, Red 
Dance – Elizabeth Martin, Purple & Regional Qualified 
 

Any participants receiving a PURPLE 

ribbon at Barton 4-H Club Day in   

Project Talks, Demonstrations/

Illustrated Talks, Public Speaking, and 

Reading are eligible to exhibit at the 

Kansas State Fair in the Public  

Presentations! 



 

 



 

Registration deadline: March 17th 

Morning  Judging Contest: Crops, Horticulture, Photography, Life Skills, Livestock Skill-a-thon and Entomolo-
gy 

Afternoon Judging Contest: Livestock Judging 

Afternoon Project Opportunities: Engineering and Technology and Visual Arts Stations 

Also a Parents/Volunteer Session will be held. 

Sack Lunch Provided for $8.00 



 

This year I attended the 4-H National Congress in Atlanta.  I had an amazing time, and met 

tons of cool people from all over the U.S.  With many of them, I traded pins, which may have 

been one of my favorite things that I did there.  Workshops were held several of the days 

where we could learn leadership skills, teambuilding, and many fun activities.  Each day a 

new world class speaker would give some fun words of wisdom, often followed by entertain-

ment from other delegates.  I also got to tour several locations in Atlanta, like the zoo and 

history center.  One of my favorite things that I did there was the service project at the His-

toric Oakland Cemetery’s center.  The food there was also amazing.  We went to the Hard 

Rock Cafe and The Varsity, two renowned locations, as well as an international and a gala 

dinner.  Congress was ran extremely well with tons of things to do and people to meet. I 

would recommend anyone to go there, it was definitely one of the best weeks I have ever 

lived.            Submitted by Jonas Kern 

Adessa Prosser won the Kansas 4-H Horse Demonstration/Illustrated Talk division at the 2024 Kansas 4-
H Horse Panorama January 27, 2024 in Salina. She was selected to          represent Kansas 4-H in the 
presentations contest at the Western National 4-H Roundup in Denver, CO January 8-11, 2025. Complete 
information about the Western National Roundup is available at https://co4h.colostate.edu/national-
western-roundup/ 

 

Kansas typically sends the following teams to the roundup:  Horse Judging, Hippology, Horse Bowl, 
Horse Public Speaking, Horse Presentations, Livestock Judging, and Meat Judging. 

 

Adessa is a member of the Cow Creek 4-H Club and is active in a variety of projects, Junior Leaders, 4-H 
Council. 

 

https://co4h.colostate.edu/national-western-roundup/
https://co4h.colostate.edu/national-western-roundup/


 





There is still time to sign up for the last two 

cooking sessions hosted by Russell Kern! 

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/

SV_4VOs6kkAsnVzLJY   

 

Remaining sessions: 

March 17 

May 23 

 

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4VOs6kkAsnVzLJY
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4VOs6kkAsnVzLJY


LEADERS’ CORNER 

CLUB LEADERS—It is very important that you set up a Volunteer Profile 

in 4-H Online and verify that you have completed the volunteer training 

in   4-H Online! This helps us manage volunteer resources, training, and     

certification. Please remember that in order for a 4-H Club to be in good 

standing you must have TWO leaders who have current 4-H volunteer 

certification.  As we began the new 4-H year on Oct. 1, please complete 

your paperwork as well as working with 4-H families! 

Please visit with your club’s 4-H Council Representatives so that they are 
aware of their role and responsibility to attend 4-H Council and  fulfill 
their elected duties. They serve as the conduit of information  between 
the club and the county-wide 4-H Council. 
 

How can you help your club members follow up from 4-H Club Day? 

1) CELEBRATE all participants!  

2) Help newer members understand the Regional Club Day process and encourage 

all to attend and listen to others present 

 

Project Records—Have everyone bring their Goal Setting Sheets and Project Records 

to your next meeting! Check on updates, upcoming opportunities—this can be fun 

and interactive; maybe toss out a piece of candy for updates? This is a great time to 

update from community service over the holidays to project learning to participation 

at 4-H Club Day! 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-and-recognition/index.html 

 

*****Organizational Leaders (club leaders, project leaders,                  

Ambassador/Junior Leader advisers) - please join Michelle  for a meeting 

on Monday, Feb. 24, at the Extension Office from 6:30-

8:30. We’ll review resources and check in on club           

progress.  

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-and-recognition/index.html


Project Record—Next Steps 
 
Review Project Goals 
Using the goal setting sheet (https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/download/setting-4-
h-project-goals_4H1100) is a great way to stay on track during your project year!  
 
Keep in mind that winning Grand Champion or a purple ribbon is not a goal. Goals 
should be SMART: Specific (bake a cake), Measurable (understand and improve 
the texture of my cake), Achievable (I can do this myself or with help from a    
family member); Relevant (I am enrolled in the Foods & Nutrition project); Timely 
(one/week in Feb-May) 
 
 
What to update now? 
This is a great time to review your project records and update based on club 
meetings/activities such as Community Service; project learning such as a work-
shop, day in the kitchen or at a livestock sale; or participation such as presenting 
or volunteering at 4-H Club Day! 
 
Project Record Planning 

To have a successful Project Record, what do you need to add?  

A learning opportunity? Think about upcoming events such as Super Saturday or 
Junior Producer Days 

Community Service? Do you love the Foods project AND the Dog project? You 
might be able to combine those things by baking dog treats and donating any 
profits to a local rescue. Or you might contribute to a bake sale that benefits a   
local shelter. 

 
 
Remember, 4-H Projects are about MUCH more than a fair entry!  
https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/download/4-h-project-more-than-a-fair-
entry_4H1132  

https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/download/setting-4-h-project-goals_4H1100
https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/download/setting-4-h-project-goals_4H1100
https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/download/4-h-project-more-than-a-fair-entry_4H1132
https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/download/4-h-project-more-than-a-fair-entry_4H1132


Stay in touch with Cottonwood Extension District—Barton 4-H 

www.cottonwood.ksu.edu       620-793-1910 

 

 

 

Junior Leaders    February 17  6 pm 

4-H Council     February 17   7:30 pm 

Council committees meet before the meeting or at 7 pm on meeting nights 

or may schedule meetings at other times. 

Meetings are held at the 4-H Education Building (Hwy 281) OR Zoom    

Conference Call 

***New schedule—4-H Council determined at 8.16.24 meeting to meet on the 

following dates: Oct 21, Dec 16,  Feb 17, Apr 21, and Aug 18. This is a CHANGE 

but minimizes meetings on holidays and for more efficient business at the         

beginning of the 4-H year.*** 

K-State Research and Extension—Cottonwood Extension District 

Barton County 4-H Members 

 

http://www.cottonwood.ksu.edu

