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Hopefully, we are all on the downhill slide of the plethora of sickness that has been going around, and 

have warmer Spring days on the horizon. Spring is a time for continued County Fair project planning! 

Maybe we are getting those livestock projects home to begin the process of getting them ready for the 

fair. Maybe you are having some animal babies born, having anticipated their arrival for some time. You 

could be halfway through that scarf or sweater that you’ve been crocheting all Winter long. Either way, I 

hope everyone is making great progress on your County Fair goals!

In February, we had County 4-H Club Days. I want to congratulate everyone on their hard work! The 

judges were very impressed with everyone’s performances, and I was impressed with how you all handled 

yourselves and represented the Barton County 4-H Program. If you qualified for Regional 4-H Club Days, I 

wish you the best of luck. I have no doubt you all will do great! Just remember to have fun, and take a 

moment to reflect on and learn from every bit of feedback you receive. 

Don’t forget that small animal tagging will be done by appointment; please contact Alicia at the office by 

April 15th to set up a time. Be sure to get those appointments made as soon as possible, and not wait 

until the last minute. The deadline to have animals tagged is May 1st. 

Remember, a big part of your experience in 4-H is what you make it. Don’t be afraid to step out of your 

comfort zone and try something new. You never know when stepping out of that zone will expose you to 

something new and grand that helps you grow into the top-notch future leader I know you all can be. 

If you ever need anything. That’s what I’m here for. 

Every day is an opportunity for a new adventure!

Benjamin T. Sims

Follow us on Facebook: Cottonwood Extension District and Barton County 4-H Members

Website: www.cottonwood.ksu.edu                                               Office Number: 620-793-1910

K-State Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/192887070734644
https://www.facebook.com/groups/192887070734644
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Upcoming Events

March 13    4-H Regional Club Day, Great Bend High School

March 14    Uncrewed Aircraft System Workshop - K-State Salina Campus - Registration
March 14    Meat Goat Clinic - Cheney from 1 - 3 pm (p. 14)

March 17    Volunteer Meeting - Extension Office - (12:15 -- 12:45)
March 18    YQCA, 1:00 pm @ Extension office
March 21     NW Super Saturday Judging Contest, Hays (p. 9-11)

March 29     Showmanship Clinic - Barton Co. Fairgrounds Expo III (1:30 - 5:00) (p. 5)
April 4          4-H Ag Tech Day - Moundridge from 10 am - 2 pm (p. 13)

April 11        Junior Sheep Producer Day - Registration due March 20 (p. 12)
April 11        Judge’s Training - Trego Community HS, Wakeeney (10 am - 1: 30 pm) (p. 5)
April 14        Homeschool STEM Day (10 am - 3 pm) - Hays - (p. 5)

April 16        Homeschool STEM Day (10 am - 3 pm) - Colby - (p. 5)
May 1            Fair T-Shirt Orders due to Extension office (by club)
May 20         YQCA, 5:30 pm @ Extension office

June 1           Horse ID papers and Vaccination form due to the Extension office
June 24-28  Barton County Fair - 2026 Theme: “Our Fair, Our Heritage”

Interested in testing your evaluation skills with a day of fun and learning?

Join 4-H youth on March 21 for Super Saturday at FHSU! This event alternates sites with 
Colby Community College, and the morning involves multiple judging contests such as 

Life Skills, Entomology, Crop ID, and Photography. NEW THIS YEAR, there will be Wildlife 
and Geology Skills judging! In the afternoon, you can test your livestock judging skills or 

participate in one of several project-related activities, such as Engineering & Technology 
or Visual Arts. 

More info can be found starting on page 12 of the newsletter!

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3I37gpLlFA7kJ3o
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3I37gpLlFA7kJ3o


Barton County 4-H Shooting Sports

Air Rifle/Pistol Contest Results - Two of our very own, Madison Gaddis and Kade Fryberger, recently competed at 

the Gray County 4-H Air Rifle Contest. Madison was the top shot, and they placed as the 3rd placed team! 

Small Bore Rifle/Pistol - THE 1ST SIX WEEKS OF THE AIR RIFLE/AIR PISTOL PROGRAM ARE MANDATORY FOR 

PARTICIPATION IN THE SMALL BORE PROJECT. Those six weeks start on November 11, 2025.

Starting Range Date for Small Bore > The 1st Wednesday in June 2026

The smallbore project is a discipline of the 4-H Shooting Sports Program. It is for 4-H members aged 10 to 18. This 

project extends the knowledge gained in the air rifle/air pistol project. In this project, the youth learn firearm safety, 

the parts of and operation of small bore (.22 caliber) rifles and/or pistols, three shooting positions (prone, kneeling, 

and standing) for rifle, how the environment and weather affect rifle performance, shooting range rules and 

etiquette, and have the opportunity to shoot in a safe, supervised environment. The weekly meetings are held at a 

local gun club with an area reserved for use by the 4-H small-bore program. In this project, most rifles are provided 

by the 4-H members (the program does have 3 rifles that can be used if someone needs one), and all pistols must be 

provided by 4-H members. Any firearms provided by 4-H members must pass inspection by the shooting 

instructors. Ammunition is provided by the 4-H member and must meet certain specifications. It can be purchased 

through the 4-H small-bore program. There is a $10 charge per member to cover the costs of targets. During late 

summer, mainly August, there are opportunities to compete in matches with other 4-H members from across the 

state. A state match takes place in October for those who qualify.

Archery - Practices started in early February at the 4-H Educational Buildings on Hwy 281. Watch for more 

information. 4-H Shooting Sports is a great tool for teaching discipline, firearm safety, and accountability. For 

more information, reach out to John Reh at 620-786-0052 for rifle questions and Dustin Wyant at 620-617-6212 

for Archery questions. 



2026 Horse Panorama Results

       On February 21 and 22, Cottonwood Extension District 4-Hers from Barton County travelled to 

Rock Springs 4-H Ranch to compete in the 2026 Horse Panorama. Contests include: quiz bowl, hippology, 

public speaking presentations, photography, and educational posters. Topics include breeds, horse coat 

colors and markings, health and nutrition, anatomy, reproduction, tack and equipment, horse safety, and 

the different uses and disciplines, to name a few.

The 4-H members who participated from the Cottonwood Extension District were Emaline Debes, 

Kylee Miessler, Adessa Prosser, and Austyn Prosser. These youth represented the Cottonwood Extension 

District very well! Emaline Debes received a purple and two blue ribbons for her photography entries, a 

purple with her PowerPoint, and 1st place and a purple ribbon for her Intermediate Demonstration. She 

was also the 1st place Intermediate Hippology Individual and 2nd place in the Open Horse Bowl. Austyn 

Prosser was 4th place with a blue ribbon for her Intermediate Demonstration and placed as the 4th place 

Intermediate Hippology Individual.

In the Seniors, Kylee Miessler was the 2nd place Hippology Individual and placed 7th in the Senior 

Horse Bowl. Adessa Prosser was the 7th-place Senior Hippology Individual. We are so proud of all the 

work these 4-Hers put in to get to this point, and can’t thank their coaches, Wendy Prosser and Heather 

Miessler, enough, for helping to guide and support them along the way!

Pen Pal Program

State’s 4-H International Exchange Program has announced that their Pen Pal Program will be back April 1 

- June 1. 4-H’ers and others aged 9-18 as of April 1 are eligible to participate. Youth who participate will 

commit to writing a weekly message by email or letter. There will be a $10 registration fee to participate. 

Registration is set to open on March 1 and close on March 20. However, spots fill fast. When available, 

more information can be found HERE for those who are interested. 

https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/global-citizenship/states-4h-international-exchange-program/pen-pal-program/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/global-citizenship/states-4h-international-exchange-program/pen-pal-program/


Livestock Showmanship Clinic

March 29th from 1:30 - 5:00 pm at Expo III

The 4-H Livestock Committee will be hosting a Livestock Showmanship Clinic for all youth enrolled 

or interested in the Horse, Beef, Swine, Sheep, and Meat Goat projects. We will have animals there for the 

youth to work with, while an instructor shares helpful showmanship techniques. Species sessions will last 

30 minutes, as youth rotate from species to species. We will also have a session going over the Round 

Robin contest for those who are interested. More information will be coming out soon. 

Homeschool STEM Day

The Northwest Region 4-H Agents will be hosting a Homeschool STEM Day on two separate days. 

April 14th at the Hay Research & Extension Conference Center, and April 16th at the Thomas County 

Fairgrounds 4-H Building in Colby. There will be 5-6 stations that are 20-25 minutes for the youth to 

rotate through. The day will run from approximately 10 am - 3 pm. Please watch for registration 

information that will come out soon, and feel free to share with your networks and anyone you think 

might be interested in attending. 

4-H Judge’s Training

There will be a Judge’s Training held on April 11th at the Trego Community High School in Wakeeny.  

The day will begin at 10 am and wrap up around 1:30 pm. We are looking to have training for these 

projects (final list TBD): Sewing & Textile Design, Shopping in Style, Fashion Revue, Foods, 

Crops/Horticulture, Building Block Engineering, Robotics, Aerospace/Rocketry, Interior Design & 

Architecture, Visual Arts, Posters/Display/Notebooks, Photography, Wildlife, and Shooting Sports. More 

information on registration will come out soon.  



Youth Leadership Corner

Junior Leaders                               April 20th                 6 pm

4-H Council                                     April 20th                  7:30 pm

Council committees meet before the meeting at 7 pm on meeting nights, or may schedule meetings at 

other times. At the February meeting, the Council voted on county fair t-shirt designs, presented ideas 

for Expo II awards, and voted to make a financial contribution to the 4-H Holding Board for needed 

repairs at the 4-H Educational Buildings. They also heard from delegates who attended Citizenship in 

Action and those who competed at the National Western Roundup in Denver. 

Jr. Leaders will host a day camp in August, and they tabled discussion on what the theme will be. 

Please feel free to reach out to your club’s representatives or Council officers with questions.

President: Kassie Linsner                            Vice President: Samantha Negaard

Secretary: Callie Loesch                              Treasurer: Kaisha Woydziak

Reporters: Kiera Wyant & Jillian Axman Parliamentarian: Adessa Prosser

Meetings are held in person at the 4-H Educational Building (Hwy 281) or via Zoom Conference Call. 

April’s meeting will be held in person.

4-H Ambassadors

Your 4-H Program 2025-2026 Ambassadors are: 

Russell Kern, Samantha Negaard, Melody Braddy, Jonas Kern, DJ Wyant, Callie Loesch, and Kiera Wyant

This month, we are going to highlight a message from Ambassador Russell Kern. 

"Hi! This is my 9th year in 4-H. I like 4-H because it is a way to try new things. It's a way to figure out what 

things you like doing and gives you ideas for future careers. My life has been positively impacted by my 

being in 4-H. I have learned lots of leadership skills, and had many chances to help in the community. I 

have got to go to state and national events, and learned a lot from 4-H in general. For example, I get to 

serve on the Kansas 4-H Health and Wellness team, sharing about the importance of making nutritious 

food choices. I am also a Cottonwood District 4-H Water Ambassador. I lead workshops on the 

importance of water quality and conservation. I recommend 4-H to anyone, because it’s a great way to 

grow and learn.” ~Russell Kern



Leader’s Corner

Spring into Volunteering- The Association of Kansas 4-H Volunteers hosts this event and 
will be at the K-State Salina Campus on Saturday, April 25. Registration will begin at 9 am, 

and the day will conclude at 3 pm. This is for anyone serving as a 4-H Volunteer or 
considering it. The goal is for volunteers to go home recharged, excited, and ready to try 
new things in their volunteer roles. Once registration opens, it will be due April 15. 

Volunteer hour tracking - I ask that our registered volunteers begin sending me how 
many youth are at your meetings (project meetings included), and how long you meet for. 
I'm just looking for "where we met, had 5 kids there, and met for 2 hours”. This helps with 

reporting, and I would also like to start getting a feel for the hours our volunteers are 
putting in. I don't expect you to report every single hour spent toward 4-H, because I 

know that number is high, and I don't want to add a ton extra to your already full plates. I 
have created a form for you to use that can be found on the next page. 

Volunteer Meeting - Starting on March 17th (12:15-12:45), I will begin holding 4-H 

Volunteer Meetings every other month here at the Extension Office. This will serve as 
time to check in with you all, connect better, and hear from you about what you need to 

be successful. I encourage you to reach out at any time, but hope these scheduled times 
can serve us both well in the task of strengthening our 4-H Program. If attending over 
Zoom would serve you better, please let me know, and I can get that set up. 

Livestock Judging & Skill-A-Thon - I am exploring the possibility of scheduling regular 
times for 4-H Youth to gather and practice livestock judging and Skill-A-Thon skills. I 

would hope to have a team of 4-Hers to send to the State 4-H Livestock Sweepstakes 
contest in August. Please chat with your 4-H Club members to see if there are any who 
would be interested. 
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Register at https://bit.ly/SheepJrProducer

https://bit.ly/SheepJrProducer
https://bit.ly/SheepJrProducer


Register at https://bit.ly/AgTechDay by April 1st

https://bit.ly/AgTechDay
https://bit.ly/AgTechDay



