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Hopefully, we are moving into some temperatures with a little less mood swings and some much-needed 

moisture. There have been some gorgeous days that I hope everyone has been able to enjoy. We’re also 

approaching the end of the school year. Keep up the hard work, kiddos! You’ve almost made it through 

another school year and into Summer break. 

March has sure been busy, what with Regional Club Days, Northwest Super Saturday, and the Livestock 

Clinic. I’m so proud of everyone who represented Barton County 4-H at Regional Club Days! You all did a 

great job, with some positive feedback from the judges. I challenge you all to return to your clubs and 

encourage your fellow club members to participate in our local Club Days next year. Let them know how 

much it has helped you grow and learn. 

At Northwest Super Saturday judging, we had 127 youth participate who represented 24 counties! I 

encourage you all to think about participating next year. It would look great on your Project Record 

Books. A big round of applause for Kassie Linsner, who participated in the Wildlife contest, and Callie 

Loesch, who participated in the Livestock Judging and Livestock Skill-A-Thon contest. They both 

represented Barton County 4-H as NW Regional Agricultural Ambassadors, as well!

Thank you to everyone who brought animals to our Livestock Showmanship Clinic! We had a great 

turnout, and the afternoon ran smoothly. 

Don’t forget that small animal tagging will be done by appointment; please contact Alicia at the office by 

April 15th to set up a time. Be sure to get those appointments made as soon as possible, and not wait 

until the last minute. The deadline to have animals tagged is May 1st. 

If you ever need anything. That’s what I’m here for. 

Every day is an opportunity for a new adventure!

Benjamin T. Sims

Follow us on Facebook: Cottonwood Extension District and Barton County 4-H Members

Website: www.cottonwood.ksu.edu                                               Office Number: 620-793-1910

K-State Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

https://www.facebook.com/ksrecottonwood
https://www.facebook.com/ksrecottonwood
https://www.facebook.com/groups/192887070734644
https://www.facebook.com/groups/192887070734644
https://cottonwood.k-state.edu/barton-county4h/
https://cottonwood.k-state.edu/barton-county4h/


Upcoming Events

April 14        Homeschool STEM Day (10 am - 3 pm) - Hays - (p. 11)

April 16        Homeschool STEM Day (10 am - 3 pm) - Colby - (p. 11)

April 18        Safe Tractor & Machinery Operation Training - Great Bend - (p. 13)

April 19-25  Volunteer Appreciation Week!!

April 20        Jr. Leaders @ 6 pm   -    4-H Council at 7:30 pm

April 26        Post Rock Extension District Meat Goat Clinic - Smith Center (p. 12)

May 1            Fair T-Shirt Orders due to Extension office (by club)

May 1            4-H Holding Board Scholarship Due to Extension Office by 5 pm (p. 14-18)

May 20         YQCA, 5:30 pm @ Extension office

June 1           Horse ID papers and Vaccination form due to the Extension office

June 3-5       4-H Discovery Days - Register HERE    --    Course Catalog

June 4           Family and Consumer Sciences Experience - Manhattan

June 24-28  Barton County Fair - 2026 Theme: “Our Fair, Our Heritage”

Itemized Fair Schedule:

June 19        4-H Dog Show @ 9 am - Expo III

June 20        4-H Fashion Revue, Fiber Arts, Sewing & Textile, Shopping in Style, Banners

                         @ 8:30 am - Expo I

June 22         Set Up Expo Grounds and Buildings

June 24         8-12 Check in all exhibits, judging begins for Foods, Arts/Crafts,

                          Cloverbuds, Rabbits/Poultry

                         American Ag Credit BBQ for 4-H followed by Livestock Mtg. & Youth Rally

June 25         Business Appreciation Brkfst. - Modeled like a Chamber Coffee

                         Swine, Horse Halter Classes, Bucket Calves, Judging of Hort., Crops, 

                           Photography, Engineering/Tech and much more

June 26         Dairy Goats, Meat Goats, Sheep, Beef

June 27          Horse Riding Classes, Hand Pets, Public Fashion Revue, 4-H Free Stage

                           for demonstrations

June 28          Sunrise Service, 4-H Holding Board Breakfast, Small Animal Round Robin, 

                            Large Animal Round Robin, 4-H Awards, Sale of Champions

 SignUpGenius links will come out after entries are complete for judging time slots, as well as to sign up 
for Concession Stand times.

There have been a couple of updates made to the 2026 Barton County Fair book. All updates are red 
edits that can be found on our district website under their respective project area. 

https://web.cvent.com/event/5bbdb07d-7987-4a80-8c04-25e025d7a845/register?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ7d29leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEyMnpud1FkbFBXeHdCWkFhc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvp8QG4KCTKEcnIpzl1PAkKHBcRovFrV8xnkS0j8iPx5D1_Dk2m4BHJSL8C8_aem_TpZf17mh5Y1hgjbeFQ0rGQ
https://web.cvent.com/event/5bbdb07d-7987-4a80-8c04-25e025d7a845/register?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ7d29leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEyMnpud1FkbFBXeHdCWkFhc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvp8QG4KCTKEcnIpzl1PAkKHBcRovFrV8xnkS0j8iPx5D1_Dk2m4BHJSL8C8_aem_TpZf17mh5Y1hgjbeFQ0rGQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4lTF2BF%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMjJ6bndRZGxQV3h3QlpBYXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR44UUaDfG1vO8xItX7PL08yFxjp37MNbnOjDe6FWKdBSyplKO8q08zvxeegNA_aem_1ATl2gIO1yaNwG-hwyYRPA&h=AT5TYloxf_Tx6urakrCCaM0naloh2-UuPNjWepKZb4fVxzcXSbSbnTT7qMZjjcQYFA8ZgPVfOKYxATDSdJFCenYw6XPpuFmICTLxCDy5-dU-7WSvkbaikHnpiRc07M55-8h5jJquuMtyWQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT7Mu9bUC2KxyMochvdaBVJoE6ejQwtdr5UMnzWzlhNxWufKAg4UWpkY8UNeZTqOYI7Q90RhhOkRvEZXRbfxG5MaWqLQCOL0EdlY-ACnYP78_36pDCbibOLbtcwvSUZoCtZpTUhKTt47V0eJrK0vqrL2WH_Pnkd9gkuDa-OlcmmzNEuePchjTUj4wHadDMFZl-XsLiS0RyL-mVoD0mnRqcmc0A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4lTF2BF%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMjJ6bndRZGxQV3h3QlpBYXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR44UUaDfG1vO8xItX7PL08yFxjp37MNbnOjDe6FWKdBSyplKO8q08zvxeegNA_aem_1ATl2gIO1yaNwG-hwyYRPA&h=AT5TYloxf_Tx6urakrCCaM0naloh2-UuPNjWepKZb4fVxzcXSbSbnTT7qMZjjcQYFA8ZgPVfOKYxATDSdJFCenYw6XPpuFmICTLxCDy5-dU-7WSvkbaikHnpiRc07M55-8h5jJquuMtyWQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT7Mu9bUC2KxyMochvdaBVJoE6ejQwtdr5UMnzWzlhNxWufKAg4UWpkY8UNeZTqOYI7Q90RhhOkRvEZXRbfxG5MaWqLQCOL0EdlY-ACnYP78_36pDCbibOLbtcwvSUZoCtZpTUhKTt47V0eJrK0vqrL2WH_Pnkd9gkuDa-OlcmmzNEuePchjTUj4wHadDMFZl-XsLiS0RyL-mVoD0mnRqcmc0A
https://cottonwood.k-state.edu/barton-county4h/Barton_FairMisc.html
https://cottonwood.k-state.edu/barton-county4h/Barton_FairMisc.html


Barton County 4-H Shooting Sports

Air Rifle/Pistol Contest Results - 

Pawnee County - Team of Madison Gaddis, Kade Fryberger, Kavyn Mercer, and Amber Ochs were 1st place!

                                         Madison had the highest individual score!

Ellsworth and Ellis Counties - Madison Gaddis was the 1st place Senior Individual!

Madison will be representing Barton County 4-H at the State Air Rifle Match on April 18th in Great Bend!!

Archery - Practices started in early February at the 4-H Educational Buildings on Hwy 281. Watch for more 

information. 4-H Shooting Sports is a great tool for teaching discipline, firearm safety, and accountability. For 

more information, reach out to John Reh at 620-786-0052 for rifle questions and Dustin Wyant at 620-617-6212 

for Archery questions. 

Homeschool STEM Day

The Northwest Region 4-H Agents will be hosting a Homeschool STEM Day on two separate days. 

April 14th at the Hay Research & Extension Conference Center, and April 16th at the Thomas County 

Fairgrounds 4-H Building in Colby. There will be 5-6 stations that are 20-25 minutes for the youth to 

rotate through. The day will run from approximately 10 am - 3 pm. Please watch for registration 

information that will come out soon, and feel free to share with your networks and anyone you think 

might be interested in attending. See page 9 of the Newsletter to register. 

Livestock Showmanship Clinic

            The 4-H Livestock Committee had a great turnout at its Showmanship Clinic on March 29th! A 

special thank you to the Edgerton, Debes, and Loesch families for bringing animals that kids could work 

with! Are you looking for some additional support and guidance from someone local? Reach out to Ben, 

and he can help you connect with one of our livestock families. 



Volunteer Appreciation Week

Volunteer Appreciation Week for 2026 is April 19-25! On behalf of the Cottonwood Extension 

District team, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our wonderful volunteers 

during National Volunteer Week! Without their support, experience, and guidance, it would 

be impossible to provide the programming for Kansas residents, and especially 4-H youth, 

that we do. Data shows that volunteers donate an average of nine hours per month, or an 

estimated 695,736 hours annually to the Kansas 4-H youth program. Findings also indicate 

that the value of one volunteer hour in the United States is $29.95. That would add up to an 

annual contribution of $20.8 million to the Kansas 4-H program. K-State Extension has 

reported that volunteers, across all programing areas, gave 309,345 hours of their time to 

programs carried out across the state. The equivalent value of that time is more than $8.8 

million across the state and programs. These statistics can help us show the impact 

volunteers have on the 4-H program, but can never truly grasp the passion these volunteers 

have for donating their time and helping to develop our leaders of tomorrow. Volunteers 

give their time, talents, and energy to the 4-H program and serve as primary ambassadors to 

our program, doing work such as talking about the importance of 4-H, recruiting new youth 

and volunteers, and growing community partnerships. Most importantly, volunteers help 

youth gain learning and leadership skills as they prepare for careers and engage in 

communities. 

Not only are volunteers important for our youth, but they also impact the communities 

where they live and work. Their value goes beyond the scope of the program and leads to 

changes in community conditions. Volunteers impact communities in four main ways: by 

making communities stronger, by connecting communities, by improving the health of 

communities, and by increasing civic involvement. Research also shows that volunteers 

personally benefit from their involvement in the 4-H program. Volunteers come into the 4-H 

program hoping to support youth and make a difference, but they also gain skills in teaching, 

leadership, and communication. These skills transfer to other environments in which 

volunteers work and live. 

If you know of anyone who would make a great volunteer, or might be interested in 
volunteering, I would be happy to talk with them!



Regional Club Day Results

Great job to everyone who participated! You represented Barton County 4-H so well!!



Northwest 4-H Agricultural 
Ambassadors

       Congratulations to Kassie Linsner and Callie Loesch for being selected to serve as Northwest 4-H 

Agricultural Ambassadors! This program is a leadership opportunity for teens, 13 and older, who are 

passionate about agriculture and educating others. NW 4-H Ag Ambassadors focus on connecting with 

their local agriculture industries, exploring the richness and diversity of Kansas opportunities, developing 

ag advocacy skills and fostering educational mindsets, and increasing access to career and post-

secondary experiences within the agriscience industry. 

       We are proud to have them representing the Cottonwood Extension District Barton County 4-H 

program! This is going to be a great opportunity for them to grow and learn. Are you interested in having 

Callie or Kassie speak with your 4-H Club about the Agriculture Industry? Feel free to reach out, and they 

would be happy to come and visit!

Turf at the County Fair

       We are pleased to announce that turf has been donated to the Barton County Fair Association that 

will be utilized at this year’s county fair! The entire show arena will be turf, like that of a soccer or football 

field. The cattle stalls will be lined with this turf, as well. Eliminating the need for bedding there. However, 

swine, sheep, and goat pens will still need bedding. Please feel free to reach out with questions. 

Kansas 4-H Scholarship 
Recipient

       Congratulations to Jonas Kern, for being selected as a Kansas 4-H Scholarship recipient! He was 

awarded the J. Clifton and Helen E. Ramsey Scholarship in the amount of $1,600. Great job, Jonas! 

Receiving this scholarship is a prime example of how hard work and involvement with the 4-H program 

can reward you in the future! 

       Kansas 4-H Scholarships are applied for with one application, which automatically enters you for all 

available scholarships. The 4-H program is designed to provide experiences that help youth build and 

stack their skills through each experience, culminating in a well-rounded young adult who is prepared to 

be a leader for the future. Jonas currently serves as one of our Barton County 4-H Ambassadors and 

Cottonwood District Water Ambassadors. I’m sure he would be happy to come speak with your 4-H Club 

about his experiences and how your 4-H experiences can help ‘To Make the Best Better’!



2026 Japanese Exchange Host 
Opportunities

         Kansas 4-H has been participating in the Japanese Exchange since 1977, in collaboration 

with S4-H Programs. Since then, over 3,500 Japanese youth have traveled to Kansas. Kansas 

families host Japanese youth and adult chaperones from mid-July to mid-August. In 2026, 

Kansas 4-H will be hosting about 30 youth and 3 adult chaperones from July 21 - August 16. Host 

family recruitment is open. The goal is to have all host families found by June 1, 2026.

        This is a great opportunity that I strongly encourage our 4-H families to consider. Here is a 

video that was created to provide some context and inspiration to consider opening your home 

to a Japanese Exchange youth in 2026. If you have questions, Donna Maskus, a Cottonwood 

Extension District Board member who has experience with the exchange program, would be 

happy to chat with you. 

      You may think your schedule is too busy to support an endeavor like this, but think of all that 

the Japanese Exchange youth would get to experience while here!

      More information can also be found on the Kansas 4-H website. 

  

2026 Family and Consumer Sciences 
State Contest

  WHAT TO EXPECT: The FCS Experience will include the Family and Consumer Sciences Judging 

Contest, lunch on campus, workshops, and a campus tour. Let Ben know if you are interested in 

participating.                                     WHEN: Thursday, June 4, 2026

The FCS Judging Contest includes:

1.  Consumer Decision Placing classes and reasons (individual participants)
2.  Skill-a-thon identification (individual participants)
3.  Group Think – which is a presentation inviting the team's perspective in response to a 

situation presented on the day of competition. (Team presentation to a judge).

WHO: Open to all youth ages 9-18 (youth can participate as individuals or a team of 3-4 youth in 

the same age group). Intermediates are ages 9-13; Seniors are ages 14-18. There will not be a limit 

to the number of participants from a local unit.

HOW MUCH: Fee is $15 per participant (includes lunch at Kramer Dining Center); $10 for 

Discovery Days participants. No refunds (but substitutions will be allowed).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRGqCZpWEnE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRGqCZpWEnE
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/global-citizenship/host-an-inbound/japanese-inbound.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/global-citizenship/host-an-inbound/japanese-inbound.html


Youth Leadership Corner

Junior Leaders                               April 20th                 6 pm

4-H Council                                     April 20th                  7:30 pm

Council committees meet before the meeting at 7 pm on meeting nights, or may schedule meetings at 

other times. At the February meeting, the Council voted on county fair t-shirt designs, presented ideas 

for Expo II awards, and voted to make a financial contribution to the 4-H Holding Board for needed 

repairs at the 4-H Educational Buildings. They also heard from delegates who attended Citizenship in 

Action and those who competed at the National Western Roundup in Denver. 

Jr. Leaders will host a day camp in August, and they tabled discussion on what the theme will be. 

Please feel free to reach out to your club’s representatives or Council officers with questions.

President: Kassie Linsner                            Vice President: Samantha Negaard

Secretary: Callie Loesch                              Treasurer: Kaisha Woydziak

Reporters: Kiera Wyant & Jillian Axman Parliamentarian: Adessa Prosser

Meetings are held in person at the 4-H Educational Building (Hwy 281) or via Zoom Conference Call. 

April’s meeting will be held in person.

4-H Ambassadors

Your 4-H Program 2025-2026 Ambassadors are: 

Russell Kern, Samantha Negaard, Melody Braddy, Jonas Kern, DJ Wyant, Callie Loesch, and Kiera Wyant

This month, we are going to highlight a message from Ambassador Callie Loesch. 

"Hi, everyone! This is my 7th year in 4H. This is also my first year as an ambassador. Being in 4-H 

has helped me become a better leader and come out of my comfort zone in public speaking and 

meeting new people. Being in the beef project all these years has helped me decide my career 

path. Someday, as an adult, I would like to be involved in 4-H as a project leader or in some other 

volunteer role.” ~Callie Loesh



Leader’s Corner

Spring into Volunteering- The Association of Kansas 4-H Volunteers hosts this event and 
will be at the K-State Salina Campus on Saturday, April 25. Registration will begin at 9 am, 

and the day will conclude at 3 pm. This is for anyone serving as a 4-H Volunteer or 
considering it. The goal is for volunteers to go home recharged, excited, and ready to try 
new things in their volunteer roles. A flyer and regsitration is on page 19. 

Volunteer hour tracking - I ask that our registered volunteers begin sending me how 
many youth are at your meetings (project meetings included), and how long you meet for. 
I'm just looking for "where we met, had 5 kids there, and met for 2 hours”. This helps with 

reporting, and I would also like to start getting a feel for the hours our volunteers are 
putting in. I don't expect you to report every single hour spent toward 4-H, because I 

know that number is high, and I don't want to add a ton extra to your already full plates. I 
have created a form for you to use that can be found on the next page. 

Volunteer Meeting - Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the March 17th 

meeting. Going forward, these meetings will be on the first Tuesday of every other 
month, with the next meeting being scheduled for May 5th at 5:30 pm here at the 

Extension Office. 

Livestock Judging & Skill-A-Thon - We have started to have meetings for youth interested 
in learning more about Livestock Judging, Livestock Skill-A-Thon, and Meats. The next 

two meetings will be on April 14th and May 12th, starting at 5:30 pm here at the Extension 
office. 





Register HERE

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_78Jwy8nnfMNIBW6
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_78Jwy8nnfMNIBW6


Register HERE

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bjBchPh8qeqXh7o
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bjBchPh8qeqXh7o


Register at https://bit.ly/tractorsafety2026 

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eM2yTn7kmbZjRTo
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eM2yTn7kmbZjRTo


Due to Extension Office by May 1



Due to Extension Office by May 1



Due to Extension Office by May 1



Due to Extension Office by May 1



Due to Extension Office by May 1



Register HERE. Due April 15th

https://web.cvent.com/event/ea50fc40-1d0a-4bc6-9343-46ac907c8203/register
https://web.cvent.com/event/ea50fc40-1d0a-4bc6-9343-46ac907c8203/register

